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WHAT IS ASSOCIATION FOR DEVELOPING 

VOLUNTARY WORK NOVO MESTO?

Non-governmental and humanitarian organization working in the 

public interest in the fields of

social protection, culture, and youth.



VISION

To contribute to more inclusive and open society for all by integrating socially 

excluded groups, by promoting active citizenship and participation (especially 

among youth), by encouraging the development of NGO sector and civil 

dialogue.



100 
members

100 
volunteers

10.000
hours of 

voluntary 
work per year

20
employees

Established in

1993

30
projects per 

year

1400
individuals 

involved 

1700 
organizations  

addressed



Social care service

Goal: To establish conditions for more equal 
inclusion of alienated groups into society

Target group:  1400 socially excluded children, 
youth and adults

Intercultural dialogue

Goal: Proper management of cultural diversity, 
which contributes to cohesive society 

Target group:  Ethnic groups,  general public, 
institutions

Active citizenship

Goal: To provide opportunities for 
development of citizen‘s cultural, human 
and social capital

Target group:  Citizens (especially youth)

International cooperation

Regional NGO hub

Goal:  To strengthen NGO‘s capacity for 
active contribution to local development; 
to improve the stakeholders‘ 
understanding of NGO contribution

Target group : 1800 NGO in the region of 
SE Slovenia, local governments, 
development agencies, public and 
economy sector, decision makers …



Active citizenship

Target group: Slovene associations around the 
world, majority population, EU project partners

Activities: implementation of projects funded 
by local, national and EU programs and funds 
(ESF, EACEA, EIDHR, EYF, E+, CEI, IPA, BIFC, 
EuropeAid, INTERREG CENTRA, INTERREG MED, 
ALPINE SPACE, DANUBE, JUST, H2020, DAPHNE 
III, COSME...)

Intercultural dialogue

Target group:  Ethnic groups,  general 
public, institutions

Activities: Festival The Week of Cultures, 
intercultural events, exchanges, trainings, 
workshops …

Target group:  Citizens (especially youth)

Activities: Youth center, promotion of 
voluntary work, human rights education …

International  cooperation



RESULTS OF OUR WORK

1. Visible learning and social progress of children and youth in schools (better grades,
self-esteem),

2. Independence of adults, increase of their employments (Roma police-woman!),

3. Self-organization of minorities in NGO‘s,

4. Diversity is agenda in media and public debate,

5. An increase of NGOs participation in local development.



DAY CENTER FOR CHILDREN

• Prevention and straighten psychosocial benefits for children with troubles in the period of 
growing up. We would like to train them to find  independent solutions, empowerment, 
prevent social exclusion and raise quality of life.

• Give them knowledge, skills, and competences, especially intercultural and social 
competences as part of personal development. 

• Include them in activities, where they get positive experiences, positive self-esteem and 
new strategies of behavior. 



• Increase self-control, psycho resistance, decrease individual and social vulnerability, increase 
life-balance. 

• Success at school is an important element of self-esteem. 

• More information and empowerment

• Relationship with the social environment: social inclusion, development of social capital, 
cooperation, maintenance and extension of the social network, structural and functional 

reorganization of social network and design new social network.  

GOALS OF THE DAY CENTER



• Strong connection with the community

• Innovation and flexibility – constant new approaches,
methods and contents based on current needs

• “Here and now” approach

• „Nothing about us without us“ approach

• Personal contact

• Fusion of culture, social work and information

• Following contemporary findings

• Positive attitude

WHAT MAKES US SUCCESSFUL



PROJECTS OF 

ASSOCIATON FOR DEVELOPING VOLUNTARY 

WORK NOVO MESTO



DRPDNM and Municipality of Novo Mesto are members of
ALDA – European Association for Local Democracy

Mr Mitja Bukovec is an Ambassador of ALDA for
Slovenia and Hungary



MyStory: Media and Migrants

https://www.mystoryproject.eu/



Upskillead- Upskilling Adult Educators
for Digital Lead



Working Roma-STOP LABOUR DISCRIMINATION OF 
ROMA IN EUROPE



PAL- fighting discrimination and anti-
Gypsyism

in education and employment in EU



“Sharing is Caring“



NOT-GAP
Network of Organizations and Towns 
growing through Active Participation



P.L.A.Y.! Peer education, Leadership, Action, Youth 
–promoting grassroots sport for educational 

success and social inclusion



Get (Inclusive) In the Game
http://www.giig.eu/



CREW - Common Roots of European Words



Generating Opportunities for 'NEET' 
(GONEET)



Prevent Radicalisation throuth Identity 
Development - PRIDE



YSE Social Entrepreneurship for Youth 
in Europe



"Volunteer Management in Europe’s Youth sector / 
VOLS EUROPE"



Future Europe Future You



WISE: While Innovating and Strengthening Europe 



SMUG EU

SMALL MUNICIPALITIES AGAINST EUROSCEPTICISM



URGENT: Urban Re-Generation: 
European Network of Towns



European Network for Social Integration 
Entrepreneurship: social inclusion and development of 

rural regions for a better European future 
ENSIE



URBAN DIVERSITY



Active Telling - Active Learning



Old towns, New Results



CROSS OVER



Civil Society Solidarity Movement 



United in variety



Technology from everyone to everyone and each one of us



Empowering Practitioners in Social Work 
from Rural Communities



Capacity building of youth workers to fight 
discrimination against Roma



A Workshop in a Sustainable Society



NOVI: 

European Youth towards a Non-Violent future



imPACT: 

unlock the Passions, ACtions and Talents of youth in need



A.N.T.Y.G.O.N.E. 

-
Acquiring New Tools for Youth to Get Out NEET and Exclusion - reloaded



Express Participation



YE - Create Own Future



SMALL BUSINESS
DEVELOPMENT CENTRE FOR YOUNG 

ENTREPRENEURS



“#SendH@teAway”



SOLIDA 

Network of municipalities for promotion of 
immigrants’ democratic participation 



CRISCO
Crossroad of the Regions - fostering 

involvement of all citizens in local life 
to Improve Social COhesion



SMUG EU

Small municipalities against euroscepticism



CUlture Twinning: 

Twinning tourism Promoting Cultural Heritage



European Youth Engagement Network



Townlab_MEET



Working for Innovative Volunteering And Solidarity



Thank you for your attention!

Association for Developing Voluntary Work Novo Mesto
Društvo za razvijanje prostovoljnega dela Novo mesto

Rozmanova ulica 30
8000 Novo mesto

Slovenia

www.drpdnm.org (under construction)
www.nevladnik.info  (temporary site)

drpdnm@gmail.com 

+386 (0)7 33 73 920


